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Decade of 1940-1950 
 
 
 
 

Overview 
 

 

If there was a time machine, 1940s was a decade when you would love to live a life; your Great 

Grandfather or Grandfather lived it! This was the most charged decade of Indian History. This 

was also a decade wherein we as Indians would like to erase some parts, if God allows us! 

 
Look at this decade from this perspective- 

 

 
- World War-II had started; Britain was at losing end; taking Indian help without their consent 

was not an easy task. 

-   Internally, British had seen 2 mass movements; the 3rd  much more charged movement – 

the Quit India Movement – for throwing away British Rule had started. 

- The army had started disobeying and questioning the government. Imagine that how a 

single soldier Mangal Pandey generated a revolt 100 years ago; what if whole army does it! 

-   A strong leader of India – Subhash Chander Bose – shook hands with British enemies to 

militarily overthrow British. 

- Internally, the growing tensions between Hindus and Muslims was becoming a major law 

and order issue. 

 
What would anybody else have done in such a scenario? This is what British did – a number of 

commissions and missions to appease and come on terms with Indian leaders. British had 

understood that fooling, controlling and governing Indians was no more possible. Independence 

of India was the natural outcome! The whole decade passed in negotiations at the political 

levels – between British Government & Indian Leaders; between Hindu & Muslim Leaders; 

between  National  Leaders  &  local  kings  (to  bring  them  under  the  ambit  of  National 

Government). We won independence; we lost many sons of India. The story of Freedom 

Struggle ends with a New Beginning! 
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2nd WORLD WAR & NATIONALIST RESPONSE 
 

 
 
 

The WW-II started in Sept. 1939 and Britain declared war against Germany 

along with India’s support for the war without consulting the Indian opinion. The Congress 

greatly opposed India’s unilateral involvement in WW-II and was of the view, “the issue of 

war  and  peace  is  to  be  decided  by  the  people  of  India  not  the  imperialist 

government”. The onset of WW-II placed the Indian leaders in a difficult situation. They were 

totally opposed to Fascist philosophy for it being ruthless totalitarianism and racial bigotry, but 

were strongly opposed to imperialism too. Thus, their attitude depended on aims and objectives 

of the war. 

 
 Viceroy Linlithgow declared India was at war without consulting Indian opinion. 

 Different perspectives were adopted by Congress leaders in relation to War. 

 Gandhiji strongly opposed to Nazism and was sympathetic to Allies. 

 Subhash  Bose,  Socialist,  communists  called  it  as  imperialist  war  with  both  sides 

motivated by Imperialism. 

 Nehru who has been warning the world against dangers of Nazi aggression and believed 

that Justice is on the side of Allies but at the same time, he understood that Britain and 

France were imperialists. 

 He emphasized that if Britain was fighting for Democracy and Freedom then she should 

declare how her war aims would be applicable to India. Congress accepted his view. 

 Congress asked Britain to declare how war aims would be implemented in India after 

war. 

 Viceroy Linlithgow in Oct 1939 refused to define Britain war aims beyond stating that British 

were just resisting aggression. 

 Congress rejected the Viceroy’s statement and asked ministries to resign. 
 

 
AUGUST OFFER (1940) 

 

 
 A change of government took place in Britain in May 1940 and Winston Churchill became 

the prime minister (1940–45). The fall of France temporarily softened the attitude 

ofCongress in India. Britain was in immediate danger of Nazi occupation. As the war 

was taking a menacing turn from the allied point of view, congress offered to cooperate in 

the war if transfer of authority in India is done to an interim government. 

 Viceroy Linlithgow offered a set of proposals to Congress for securing its cooperation in war 

in August 1940 known as August proposals. These are - 

o It turned down Congress demand for provisional National government. 

o It envisaged representative Constitution making body after the war. 

o For present there would be expansion of Viceroy’s Council to include Indians 

o A war advisory Council would be set up. 

 However, Congress rejected it as Nehru said that idea of Dominion on which August offer 

was based was dead as a doornail. 

 
INDIVIDUAL SATYAGRAHA (Oct 1940) 

 

 
 In Oct 1940, Gandhiji launched Individual Satyagraha in which selected Satyagrahis in 

every locality would undertake the individual Satyagraha. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_National_Congress
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 The demand of the Satyagrahi would be freedom of speech against participation in the 

War. The Satyagraha was kept limited so as not to restrict British war efforts but at the 

same time idea was to let everyone know that India condemned both Nazism and British 

colonialism. 

 The individual satayagraha (1940) is also known as Delhi Chalo Movement. 

 Vinoba Bhave was selected as the first satyagrahi whereas Nehru was to be second. 

Third was Brahma Datt, one of the inmates of the Gandhi's Ashram. Other prominent 

Satyagrahis were Srikrishna Sinha, C. Rajagopalachari, N. V. Gadgil, Mian Iftikhar-ud-din 

(President of Punjab Congress), Sarojini Naidu, G. V. Mavalankar, Aruna Asaf Ali and 

Satyawati. 

 However, since it was not a mass movement, it  attracted little enthusiasm and in 

December 1940, Gandhi suspended the movement. The campaign started again in January 

1941, this time, thousands of people joined and around 20 thousand people were arrested. 

 Meanwhile Japan had occupied Rangoon (1942) and was at India’s doorstep. 

 There was pressure on P.M Churchill by American President Roosevelt and Chiang Kai Shek 

of China and Labour Party to seek active cooperation of India in War. 

 This led Churchill to send his Cabinet Minister Stafford Cripps, who was member of Labour 

Party and had actively supported Indian national movement with a mission. 
 

 
CRIPPS MISSION (1942) 

 

 
In March 1942, a mission headed by Stafford Cripps was sent to India with 

constitutional proposals to seek Indian support for the war. Stafford Cripps was a left wing 

Labourite, the leader of the House of Commons and a member of the British War Cabinet who 

had actively supported the Indian national movement. The Mission visited during the lordship of 

Lord Linlithgow. 

 
Main Proposals 

 

 
 The main proposals of the mission were as follows – 

 An Indian Union with a dominion status would be set up; it would be free to decide its 

relations with the Commonwealth and free to participate in the United Nations and other 

international bodies. 

    After the end of the war, a constituent assembly would be convened to frame a new 

constitution. Members of this assembly would be partly elected by the provincial 

assemblies and partly nominated by the princes. 

 The British Government would accept the new constitution subject to two conditions: (i) 

any province not wiling to join the Union could have a separate constitution and form a 

separate Union, and (ii) the new constitution-making body and the British Government 

would negotiate a treaty to effect the transfer of power and to safeguard racial and 

religious minorities. 

 In the meantime, Executive Council would be expanded to include Indians but defence 

of India would remain in British Hands. 

 The making of the constitution was to be solely in Indian hands now (and not “mainly” in 

Indian hands – as contained in the August Offer). 

 A concrete plan was provided for the constituent assembly. 

 Option was available to any province to have a separate constitution – a blueprint for India’s 

partition. 
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 Cripps Mission failed to satisfy Indian nationalists and turned out to be merely a propaganda 

device for US and Chinese consumption. 

 
 The Congress objected to 

 The offer of dominion status instead of complete independence. 

 Representatives of Princely States to be nominated by princes. 

 Right to secede as this went against the principle of national unity. 

 Above all no immediate plan for transfer of effective power, the governor general’s 

supremacy had been retained. 
 

 
 The Muslim League objected to absence of any plan for separate state of Pakistan. 

 The incapacity of Cripps to go beyond the Draft Declaration and the adoption of a rigid 

“take it or leave it” attitude along with efforts of Churchill (the British Prime Minister), 

Amery (the secretary of state), Linlithgow (the viceroy) and Wavell (the commander-in- 

chief) to prevent any real agreement was important reason for failure. 

 Talks broke down on the question of the viceroy’s veto. 

 Gandhi described the scheme as “a post-dated cheque” as all-important proposals were 

to be implemented only after War was over. 

 Now frustrated and embittered Indian people, who, though still sympathizing with the 

victims of Fascist aggression, that the time had come for a final struggle. 

 Gandhiji also wanted to launch new struggle to reinvigorate people in chance of Japanese 

aggression so that they would be able to resist it. 

 In  July  1942,  Congress Working Committee met at  Wardha  and passed the famous 

resolution for the new struggle. 

 All India Congress Committee met at Bombay at Gowalia Tank Maidan on 8 Aug 1942 

and ratified the famous “Quit India” resolution. 

 Here Mahatma Gandhi asked British to Quit India & gave famous Mantra Do or Die. 

 On the wee hours of 9 August all the important leaders of Congress were arrested and thus 

movement passed into hands of people. They followed the Resolution of August 8 – that 

“Every man his own guide”. 

 Many young leaders went underground and continued the struggle- such as Aruna Asaf Ali, 

Achyut Patwardhan, J. Prakash Narayan (he had escaped from prison), Ram Manohar 

Lohia, Sucheta Kriplani, Biju Patnaik, R. P. Goenka. 

 Most of the underground leaders were Congress Socialists. 

 Sucheta  Kriplani  &  Aruna  Asaf  Ali  were  important  woman  organizers  of  Underground 

movement. 

 Congress radio was started by Ram Manohar Lohia and Usha Mehta at Bombay. 

 Most remarkable aspect of  1942 was rise of Parallel governments at Satara 

(Maharashtra), Ballia (U.P), Tamluk (Bengal), Talcher (Orissa) 
 

 

AREA NAME LEADER WORK 

Satara (Maharashtra) Prati Sarkar Nana Patil Nyayadan  Mandals  (peoples 

courts), Gandhi Marriages 

Tamluk (Bengal) Jatiya Sarkar Satish Samanta Vidyut Vahini (armed wing) 

Ballia (U.P) - Chittu Pandey - 

 
 The native state of Aundh in Maharashtra got its constitution drafted by Gandhiji. 

 In Tamluk, 73-year old Matangini Hazra and Kanaklata Barua (Bihar) became martyrs to 

British repression. 
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 National Herald and Harijan (after Gandhijis arrest it was edited by K. G. Mashruwalla) 

ceased to publish for entire duration of struggle, others for shorter period. 

 The Quit India movement is also described as Revolt of 1942 or August Revolt. 

 Gandhiji was jailed in Aga Khan Palace near Poona (Kasturba and Mahadev Desai, 

Gandhiji’s Secretaty died here during their imprisonment) 

 Here he started the 21 day fast as Government pressurized him to condemn violence by 

people 

 Erosion of loyality of government’s own officers was an important aspect of 1942. 
 

 
INDIAN NATIONAL ARMY 

 

 
 The idea of I.N.A. was first conceived in Malaya by Mohan Singh, officer of British Indian 

army. It was to be formed of Indian Prisoners of war in custody of Japan 

 In Sep. 1942, first division of INA formed with help from Japanese army. 

 But soon differences arose between Mohan Singh and Nirjan Singh Gill (senior officers of 

INA) and Japanese as later only wanted a token force of Indians. 

 The  veteran  revolutionary  leader  Rash  Behari  Bose  had  already  organized  Indian 

Independence League in Japan. 

 Meanwhile Subhash Chandra Bose had escaped from India in 1941 to go to USSR to seek 

help against British but as USSR joined Britain and he went to Germany. 

 From there he reached Singapore in 1943 and on request of Rash Behari Bose assumed 

leadership of Indian Independence League and rebuilt the INA. 

 He formed the Provisional government of Free India (Azad Hind) in Oct 1943 at 

Singapore and declared war on Britain and U.S. He gave the call of Chalo Delhi and 

Exhorted to “Give me Blood and I will give you Freedom”. 

 Bose established two INA HQs at Rangoon and Singapore. 

 Subhas C. Bose through his radio address sought blessing of Gandhiji and called 

him the father of the Nation. 

 INA had women battalion Rani Lakshmi Regiment under Lakshmi Swaminathan. 

 INA joined Japanese army in its march on India and participated in the Imphal campaign. 

 Netaji Bose went to Andamans (occupied by Japanese) and hoisted the Flag of India there 

and named the islands as Shaheed and Swaraj. 

 He is supposed to have died in Air crash in Formosa (modern Taiwan) 

 After World War ended the trial of 3 officers of INA Shah Nawaz Khan, G. S. Dhillon and P. 

K. Sehgal was carried out at Red Fort, Delhi. 

 They were defended by Nehru, Bhulabahi Desai, Tej Bahadur Sapru, K. N. Katju 

and Asaf Ali. 

 The INA trials were one of the great upsurges of Post-war struggles, which brought together 

Hindus and Muslims. 
 

 
SEARCH FOR NATIONAL UNITY: The decade of 1940s saw various efforts to solve the 

problem of national unity such as CR formula and Desai-Liaquat Pact. 

 
RAJAGOPALACHARI FORMULA (1944) 

 

 
C. Rajagopalachari prepared a formula for Congress-League cooperation 

based on a tacit acceptance of demand for Pakistan. The formula seemed to have support of 

Gandhiji. The CR Plan had following proposals 

 Muslim League to endorse Congress demand for independence. 
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 League to cooperate with Congress in forming a provisional government at centre. 

 After the end of the war, the entire population of Muslim majority areas in the North-West 

and North-East India to decide by a plebiscite, whether or not to form a separate 

sovereign state. 

 In case acceptance of partition, agreement to be made jointly for safeguarding defence, 

commerce, communications, etc. 

 The above terms to be operative only if England transferred full powers to India 

 Gandhi Jinnah talks were held in Bombay to discuss it. But Jinnah outrightly 

rejected the plan. 

 
DESAI-LIAQAT PACT (1944) 

 

 
 Bhulabhai Desai, leader of the Congress Party in the Central Legislative Assembly, 

met Liaqat Ali Khan, deputy leader of the Muslim League in that Assembly and drafted the 

proposal for an interim government at the centre 

 An equal number of persons were to be nominated by the Congress and the League in the 

central legislature. 20% seats were reserved for minorities. 

 
WAVELL PLAN OR SHIMLA CONFERENCE (1945) 

 

 
As the war ended in Europe, Viceroy Lord Wavell was permitted to start 

negotiations with Indian leaders. Congress leaders were released from jails in June 1945. The 

idea  was  to  reconstruct  the  Governor  -  General’s  Executive  Council  pending  the 

preparation of a new constitution after the war. 

 
 For this purpose, a conference was convened by the viceroy, Lord Wavell, at Shimla in 

June 1945. 

 The main proposals of the Wavell Plan were as follows: 

 With the exception of the Governor-General and the Commander-in-Chief, all members 

of the executive council were to be Indians. 

 Caste  Hindus  and  Muslims  were  to  have  equal  representation.  There  will  be 

representation of minorities also. 

 Representatives of different  parties were to submit a  joint list  to the viceroy for 

nominations to the executive council. If a joint list was not possible, then separate lists 

were to be submitted. 

 
 The League, asserting itself as sole representative of Indian Muslims, wanted all 

Muslim members to be League nominees. 

 However, it was unacceptable to Congress as it would reduce the Congress to the status 

of a purely caste Hindu Party and insisted on its right to include members of all communities 

among its nominees. 

 On unbending attitude of Muslim League, Wavell declared failure of talks (as he wanted pro- 

British Khizr Hyatt Khan of Unionist Party as the Muslim representative from Western 

Punjab). 

 Thus, it is said that Wavell gave the League and Jinnah a virtual Veto to obstruct all 

negotiations and strengthened the League’s position. 



crackIAS.com 110 
 

TOWARDS INDEPENDENCE 

 
The end of world war saw increasing militant activities by people all over India 

including those of Princely States. Many struggles took place such as 
 

 

POST – WAR STRUGGLE 

STRUGGLE AREA NATURE 

INA Trials All India Trial of INA officers united the nation; Calcutta mass 

demonstrations for release of Abdur Rashid, INA prisoner 

RIN 

mutiny  of 

Feb.1946 

(Most imp.) 

Bombay 

and Karchi 

Naval  ratings  of  HMIS  TALWAR  struck  work  at  Bombay  for 

discriminatory treatment and for arresting B.C.Dutt for writing 

Quit India on the ship. Soon spread to Karachi. Vallabhai Patel 

and Jinnah negotiated the surrender of ratings. 

Tebhaga Bengal Peasant struggle 

Punnapra- 

Vaylar 

Travancore 

(Kerala) 

People  of  the  princely  state  were  protesting  for  democratic 

reforms and to become part of independent India 

Telengana Hyderabad Anti-Nizam and Anti-Zamindar movement inspired by Communist 

 
 In elections to provincial assembly, the Congress won overwhelmingly on general seats and 

Muslim League won on Muslim seats. 

 Meanwhile in England Churchil’s Conservative party was defeated by Labour Party and 

Clement Attlee became the P.M. 

 It was now clear that Britain weakened by the War would not be able to hold against the 

rising tide of Indian nationalism. 

 The  new  government  sent  a  Cabinet  Mission  to  hold  talks  on  issue  of  Indian 

Independence. It consisted of 3 members- Lord Pathick Lawerence, Sir Stafford Cripps and 

A.V. Alexander 

 The mission reached Delhi in March 1946 and had prolonged discussions with Indian leaders 

of all parties and groups on the issues of – 

1.  Interim Government. 

2.  Principles and procedures for framing a new Constitution giving freedom to India. 

 As the Congress, the League could not come to any agreement on the fundamental issue of 

the unity or partition of India, the mission put forward its own plan for the solution of the 

constitutional problem in May 1946. 

 
CABINET MISSION PLAN (1946) 

 

 
It rejected the demand for a full-fledged Pakistan mainly because Pakistan 

so formed would include a large non-Muslim population in the North-west and in Northeast; it 

grouped existing provincial assemblies into 3 sections: 

 Section A – Madras, Bombay, Central Provinces, United Provinces, Bihar and Orissa (Hindu- 

majority provinces). 

 Section B – Punjab, North-West Frontier Province and Sindh (Muslim-majority provinces) in 

NW. 

 Section C – Bengal and Assam (Muslim-majority provinces) in NE. 
 

 
 Three-tier executive and legislature at provincial, section and union levels. 

 A  constituent  assembly  to  be  elected  by  provincial  assemblies  by  proportional 

representation  (voting  in  three  groups  –  General,  Muslims,  Sikhs).  This  constituent 
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Assembly  to  be  a  389-member  body  with  provincial  assemblies  sending  292,  chief 

commissioner’s provinces sending 4, and princely states sending 93 members. 

 In the constituent assembly, members from sections A, B and C were to sit separately to 

decide the constitution for provinces and if possible, for the groups also then, the whole 

constituent assembly (all three sections A, B and C combined) would sit together to 

formulate the Union constitution. 

 A common centre would control defence, communication and external affairs. 

 Provinces were to have full autonomy and residual powers. 

 Princely states were no longer to be under paramountcy of British Government. They 

would be free to enter into an arrangement with successor governments or the British 

Government in U.K. 

 After the first general elections, a province was to be free to come out of a group and 

after 10 years, a province was to be free to call for a reconsideration of the group or the 

Union constitution. 

 Meanwhile, an interim government to be formed from the constituent assembly. 
 

 
CHANGE IN BRITISH ATTITUDE 

 

 
 The rejection of Partition was important, as earlier British had helped Communalism. 

 It was due to the fact British wanted a united and friendly India and an active partner in 

defence of the Commonwealth, and divided India would lack in defence and would be a blot 

on Britain’s diplomacy. 

 This was reflected in declaration of March 1946, of the British Prime Minister Clement 

Attleee said: “….though mindful of the rights of minorities we cannot allow a minority to 

place their veto on advance of the majority.” 

 Both Congress and Muslim League agreed to the plan but could not agree on different 

interpretations of grouping clause of the Cabinet Mission. 

 Congress -Provinces should not have to wait until the first general elections to come out 

of a group. They should have the option of not joining a group in the first place. 

Compulsory grouping contradicts the oft-repeated insistence on provincial autonomy. 

 Muslim League-Grouping should be compulsory with sections B and C developing into 

solid entities with a view to future secession into Pakistan. 

 July 1946 Elections were held in provincial assemblies for the Constituent Assembly. 

 In September 1946, an interim government headed by Jawaharlal Nehru (called as 

Vice President of Executive Council) was formed by Congress and included – Sarat Chandra 

Bose, Jagjivan Ram, Rajendra Prasad, Vallabhai Patel, Asaf Ali and Syed Ali Zaheer, Baldev 

Singh, John Mathai, C.Rajagopalachari. 

 Muslim League did not take part in interim Government at first and called August 16, 

1946 to be observed as “Direct Action day” for realizing the demand of Pakistan. The 

League ministry of Bengal headed by Suhrawardy encouraged violence and riots during 

the Great Calcutta Killings. 

 However League soon joined the Interim Government but without giving up its policy of 

Direct action and with view of obstructing the working of Interim government. Liaquat Ali 

Khan (Finance minister) did not release funds for the departments of Congress ministers. 

 While the country was passing such anarchic phase the Famous Attlee declaration of 

February 20 1947 where P.M. Attlee declared that Britain would transfer power in 

responsible hands and leave India not later than June 1948. 

 He also announced appointment of Lord Mountbatten as Viceroy in place of Wavell. 
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MOUNTBATTEN PLAN or 3rd JUNE PLAN/ DICKEY BIRD FORMULA 
 

 
The freedom-with-partition formula was coming to be widely accepted. It was 

suggested by V.P. Menon (Senior Civil Servant and political advisor to Viceroy) the immediate 

transfer of power on the basis of grant of dominion status (with a right of secession), thus 

obviating the need to wait for an agreement in the Constituent Assembly on a new political 

structure. Based on these deliberations Mountbatten put forward on 3rd  June his plan for 

transfer of power 

 
MAIN PROPOSALS 

 

 
 Punjab and Bengal Legislative Assemblies would meet in two groups, Hindus and 

Muslims, to vote for partition. If a simple majority of either group voted for partition, then 

these provinces would be partitioned. 

 In case of partition, two dominions and two constituent assemblies would be created. 

 Sindh would take its own decision. 

 Referendum in NWFP and Sylhet district of Bengal would decide the fate of these areas. 

 Independence for princely states ruled out, they would join either India or Pakistan. 

 Freedom would come on August 15, 1947. 

 The boundary commission would be set up if partition was to be effected. (it was set up 

under Radcliffe) 

 Thus, League’s demand was conceded to the extent that Pakistan would be created and the 

Congress’ position on unity was taken into account to make Pakistan as small as possible. 

Mountbatten’s formula was to divide India but retain maximum unity. 

 Both Congress and Muslim League accepted this plan. 

 Many criticized the partition of India but the most moving was Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan’s 

anguish “Congress has thrown us to wolves”. 

 Punjab and Bengal were partitioned. NWFP and Sylhet dist. of Assam voted for joining 

Pakistan. 

 In July, India Independence Act was passed in British Parliament in July 1947 provided for 

setting up two dominions of India and Pakistan from 15 August 1947. It provided for 

separate Governor-general for each dominion. 

 Thus, Pakistan came into existence on 14 August 1947 (with Jinnah as Governor-General) 

and India on 15 August 1947 (Mountbatten as Governor-General). 
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LETS PRACTICE :: UPSC LAST 10 

YEARS QUESTIONS 

 
Which party was founded by Subhash Chandra 
Bose in the year 1939 after he broke away from 
the Congress? 
a.  Indian Freedom Party 

b.  Azad Hind Fauz 

c.   Revolutionary Front 

d.  Forward Block 
 
Ans. D 

 
After Quit India Movement, C. Rajagopalachari 
issued a pamphlet entitled "The Way Out". Which 
one of the following was a proposal in this 
pamphlet? 
a.  The   establishment   of   a   "War   Advisory 

Council"   composed   of  representatives   of 

British India and the Indian States. 

b.  Reconstitution   of   the   Central   Executive 
Council in such a way that all its members, 
except the Governor General and the 
Commander - in - Chief should be Indian 
leaders 

c.   Fresh elections to the Central and Provincial 

Legislatures to be held at the end of 1945 

and the Constitution making body to be 
convened as soon as possible 

d.  A solution for the constitutional deadlock 

 
Ans. D 

 
Consider the following statements: On the eve of 
the launch of Quit India Movement, Mahatma 
Gandhi 

1.  Asked the government servants to resign. 

2.  Asked the soldiers to leave their posts. 
3.  Asked the Princes of the Princely States to 

accept the sovereignty of their own people. 
 
Which  of  the  statements  given  above  is/  are 

correct? 
a.  1 and 2 
b.  2 and 3 
c.   3 only 

d.  1, 2 and 3 
 
Ans. C 

 
Which  Indian nationalist  leader  looked  upon a 
war between Germany and Britain as a god sent 
opportunity   which   would   enable   Indians   to 
exploit the situation to their advantage? 

a.  C. Rajagopalachari 
b.  M. A. Jinnah 
c.   Subhash Chandra Bose 
d.  Jawaharlal Nehru 

 
Ans. C 

Who among the following were official Congress 
negotiators with Cripps Mission? 
a.  Mahatma Gandhi and Sardar Patel 

b.  Acharya     J.     B.     Kripalani     and     C. 

Rajagopalachari 

c.   Pandit Nehru and Maulana Azad 

d.  Dr Rajendra Prasad and Rafi Ahmed Kidwai 

 
Ans. C 
 
Assertion (A): Lord Linlithgow described the 
August Movement of 1942 as the most serious 
rebellion since Sepoy Mutiny. 
Reason (R): There was massive upsurge of the 
peasantry in certain areas. 
 
Ans. A 
 
Assertion (A): Lord Linlithgow described the 
August Movement of 1942 as the most serious 

revolt after the Sepoy mutiny. 

Reason (R): Peasants joined the movement in 

large number in some places. 
 
Ans. A 
 
Who of the following Prime Ministers sent Cripps 

Mission to India? 
a.  Names Ramsay MacDonald 
b.  Stanley Baldwin 
c.   Neville Chamberlain 

d.  Winston Churchill 
 
Ans. D 
 
During the freedom struggle, Aruna Asaf Ali was 
a major woman organizer of underground activity 

in: 
a.  Civil Disobedience Movement 
b.  Non - Cooperation Movement 
c.   Quit India Movement 
d.  Swadeshi 
 
Ans. C 
 
Quit India Movement was launched in response 
to 

a.  Cabinet Mission Plan 
b.  Cripps Proposals 
c.   Simon Commission Report 

d.  Wavell Plan 
 
Ans. B 
 
With which one of the following movements is 

the slogan "Do or Die" associated? 

a.  Swadeshi Movement 

b.  Non - Cooperation Movement 

c.   Civil Disobedience Movement 
d.  Quit India Movement 
 
Ans. D 
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Which one of the following observations is not 
true about the Quit India Movement of 1942? 

a.  It was a non-violent movement 

b.  It was led by Mahatma Gandhi 

c.   It was a spontaneous movement 

d.  It did not attract the labour class in general 

 
Ans. A 

 
In  the  "Individual  Satyagraha",  Vinoba  Bhave 

was chosen as the first Satyagrahi. Who was the 

second? 

a.  Dr Rajendra Prasad 

b.  Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 
c.   C rajagopalachari 

d.  Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 

 
Ans. B 

 
With reference to Indian freedom struggle, Usha 

Mehta is well-known for 
a.  Running  the  secret  Congress  Radio  in  the 

wake of Quit India Movement 
b.  Participating  in  the  Second  Round  Table 

Conference 

c.   Leading a contingent of Indian National Army 
d.  Assisting  in  the  formation  of  Interim 

Government under Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 

 
Ans. A 

 
Consider the following statements: (The Cripps 
Proposals include the provision for) 

1.  Full independence for India 

2.  Creation of Constitution making body. 
 
Which of the statements given above is / are 

correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.   Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Ans. B 

 
Which one of the following places was associated 
with Acharya Vinoba Bhave's Bhoodan Movement 
at the beginning of the movement? 

a.  Udaygiri 
b.  Ranpur 

c.   Pochampalli 

d.  Venkatagiri 
 
Ans. C 

 
Assertion (A): According to the Wavell Plan, the 
number of Hindu and Muslim Council were to be 
equal. Reason (R): Wavell thought that this 
arrangement would have avoided the partition of 
India. 

 
Ans. C 

During the Indian freedom Struggle, who of the 
following raised an army called 'Free Indian 
Legion’? 
a.  Lala Hardayal 

b.  Rashbehari Bose 

c.   Subhas Chandra Bose 
d.  V. D. Savarkar 

 
Ans. C 
 
Which   one   of   the   following   suggested   the 
reconstitution of the Viceroy’s Executive Council 
in which all the portfolios including that of War 
Members were to be held by the Indian leaders? 
a.  Simon Commission 

b.  Simla Conference 
c.   Cripps Proposal 

d.  Cabinet Mission 

 
Ans. C 
 
The Congress  ministries  resigned  in the seven 

provinces in 1939, because 

a.  the Congress could not form ministries in the 

other four provinces 
b.  emergence of a 'left wing' in the Congress 

made  the  working  of  the  ministries 
impossible 

c.   there  were  widespread  communal 

disturbances in their provinces 
d.  None of the statements (a), (b) and (c) given 

above is correct 
 
Ans. D 
 
With reference to the Cabinet Mission, which of 

the following statements is / are correct? 

1.  It recommended a federal government. 

2.  It enlarged the powers of the Indian courts. 

3.  It provided for more Indians in the ICS. 

 
Select the correct answer using the code given 
below: 
a.  1 only 
b.  2 and 3 

c.   1 and 3 
d.  None 

 
Ans. A 
 
Assertion A: The Congress  rejected  the Cripps 
proposals. 
Reason R: The Cripps Mission consisted solely of 
whites. 

 
Ans. B 
 
An  important  aspect  of  the  Cripps  Mission  of 
1942 was 

a.  That all Indian States should join the Indian 
Union as a condition to consider any degree 
of autonomy for India 
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b.  The   creation   of   an   Indian   Union   with 
Dominion status very soon after the Second 
World War 

c.   The active participation  and cooperation  of 
the Indian people, communities and political 
parties in the British war effort as a condition 
for granting independence with full sovereign 
status to India after war 

d.  The framing of a constitution for the entire 

Indian Union, with no separate constitution 
for any province, and a Union constitution to 
be accepted by all provinces 

 
Ans. B 

 
The plan of Sir Stafford Cripps envisaged that 
after the Second World War 

a. India   should   be   granted   complete 

independence 
b.  India should be partitioned into two before 

granting independence 
c.  India should be made a republic with the 

condition     that     she     will     join     the 
Commonwealth 

d.  India should be given Dominion status 
 
Ans. D 

 
Consider the following statements: 

1.  Lord  Mountbatten  was  the  Viceroy  when 

Simla Conference took place. 
2.  Indian Navy Revolt, 1946 took place when 

the Indian sailors in the Royal Indian Navy at 
Bombay  and  Karachi  rose  against  the 

Government. 
 
Which  of  the  statements  given  above  is/  are 

correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.   Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Ans. B 
 
The Radcliffe Committee was appointed to 
a.  Solve the problem of minorities in India 

b.  Give effect to the Independence Bill 

c.   Delimit  the  boundaries  between  India  and 

Pakistan 

d.  Enquire into the riots in East Bengal 

 
Ans. C 
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UNIFICATION OF PRINCELY STATES 
 
 

Under the June 3 Plan, more than 600 princely states were given the option of 

joining either India or Pakistan, or choosing independence. There was a prevailing fear that if 

these states did not accede, a vast majority of the people and territory would be fragmented 

and there shall be Balkanization of India. Sardar Patel was chosen for the task of achieving 

unification of the princely states with the Indian dominion. Some kings, such as the kings of 

Bikaner and Jawhar, were motivated to join India out of ideological and patriotic 

considerations. 

 Patel and Menon backed their diplomatic efforts by producing 2 types of treaties: 

1.  Standstill Agreement: confirmed that the agreements and administrative practices 

that existed as between the princely state in question and the British would be continued 

by India. 

2.  Instrument of Accession: by which the ruler of the princely state in question agreed to 

the accession of his kingdom to independent India, and to granting India control over 

specified subject matters. The nature of the subject matters varied depending on the 

acceding state. 

 Instruments of Accession implemented a number of other safeguards. It provided that 

the princes would not be bound to the Constitution of India as and when it was drafted. 

Rulers who agreed to accede would receive guarantees that their Extra-territorial rights, 

such as Immunity from prosecution in Indian courts and exemption from Customs duty, that 

none of the 18 major states would be forced to merge, and that they would remain eligible 

for British honours. 

 Between May 1947 and August 15 1947, the vast majority of states signed Instruments 

of Accession. In addition, all but three of the states (Jammu and Kashmir, Junagadh, and 

Hyderabad State) willingly merged into the Indian union. 

 Junagadh- Nawab under pressure from Shah Nawaz Bhutto acceded to Pakistan. It was 

however, quite far from Pakistan and 80% of its population was Hindu. Patel sent the Army 

to occupy three principalities of Junagadh. A plebiscite later organised produced a 99.5% 

vote for merger with India. 

 Hyderabad- Its ruler, the Nizam Osman Ali Khan was a Muslim, although over 80% of its 

people  were  Hindu.  The  Nizam  sought  independence  or  accession  with  Pakistan.  In 

September 1948, Patel emphasized military action and ordered the Indian Army to integrate 

Hyderabad (in his capacity as Acting Prime Minister) when Nehru was touring Europe. 

Hyderabad was comfortably secured into the Indian Union. 

 Kashmir- Kashmir was ruled by Maharaja Hari Singh, a Hindu, although the state itself had 

a Muslim majority. Pakistan, attempting to force the issue of Kashmir's accession, cut off 

supplies and transport links. Pathan tribesmen from the North-West Frontier Province of 

Pakistan crossed the border and entered Kashmir. The Maharaja of Kashmir wrote to India, 

asking for military assistance, offering an Instrument of Accession (Jammu and Kashmir), 

and setting up an Interim government headed by Sheikh Abdullah. The accession was 

accepted. 

Indian troops secured Jammu, Srinagar and the valley itself during the Indo-Pakistani War 

of 1947, but the intense fighting flagged with the onset of winter, which made much of the state 

impassable. Nehru declared a ceasefire and sought UN Arbitration arguing that India would otherwise 

have to invade Pakistan itself, in view of its failure to stop the tribal incursions. On January 26 1957, 

the Constitution of India came into force in Kashmir, but with special provisions made for it in the 

Constitution's Article 370. 
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A BRIEF OF VARIOUS ACTS DURING BRITISH 
PERIOD 

 
 

Overview 

 
Initially, East India Company was sent to India by British Government for 

commercial purposes; but the company soon found that its commercial ends shall not be 

fulfilled unless it has a good say in political affairs of the country. Using its carrot & stick 

policies, the company started controlling political affairs of different kings. When the company’s 

political control was established in India, the British Government in Britain started regulating 

and controlling the affairs of the company to establish its own control through various Acts and 

Regulations. Between 1600 and 1765, the Company chiefly remained a trading corporation, 

whose charter was renewed by the Crown from time to time. 
 

 
 

 

CONSTITUTIONAL LANDMARKS 

 
Regulating Act of 1773 

  First step by British Government to regulate affairs of East India Company 

(EIC); establish a central administration; determine the form of Indian 

government & first statute that recognizes the Company as fulfilling functions 

other than those of trade. 

  It established a definite system of government of India. l 

  Designated Governor of Bengal as Governor General (GG) of Bengal. 1st one 

was Warren Hastings and subordinated Governors of Bombay & Madras to 

GG of Bengal. 

  Established Supreme Court (SC) at Calcutta 

 1st step to control 

EIC 
 Centralization 

Started 
 GG of Bengal & 

SC 

 
Pitts India Act, 1784 

  Indian affairs came under direct control of British Government in Britain 

  Distinguished between commercial & political functions of the company. 

  Board of Control (representing British Cabinet) was established to manage 

political affairs of the company. 

  Introduced dual government in India. 

 Direct control 

 Dual government 
 Ended EIC’s 

political functions 

 
Charter Act of 1833 

  Final step towards centralization in British India 

  GG of Bengal became Governor-General of India. GG was vested with all 

civil & military powers, & Governors of Bombay & Madras were deprived off 

their legislative powers. 

  Created Government of India, for first time having authority over British 

India (the part of India under control of Britain) 

  Ended activities of East India Co. as commercial body 

  Presidency of Bengal was divided into 2 parts– Bengal and Agra 

 GG of India 
 Centralization 

completed 
 Ended EIC’s 

commercial 

functions too 

Charter Act of 1853 

  Separated Legislative & Executive functions of GG’s Council  Separate 
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  A separate Lieutenant-Governor was appointed for Bengal. 

  Created separate Legislative Councils for India, but with only officials as its 

members 

  Also introduced  open competition  for civil services  of the company & 

deprived the Directors of the company their patronage powers 

legislative body 

created 
 Open competition 

 
Government of India, 1858 

  Rule of company was replaced by rule of crown 

  Secretary of State (SoS) for India was appointed to exercise the power of 

the crown. He was member of British Cabinet, responsible to British 

Parliament & assisted by Council of India having 15 members. 

  GG became the agent of the crown. 

 Rule of Crown 
started 

 Secretary of state 
created 

 
Indian Councils Act of 1861 

  Introduced some Indians as non-official members in Legislature 

  Provision was also made for the inclusion of some Ilndians in the 

Governor-General’s Council. 

  Thus  seeds  of  Parliamentary   system   sown  in  India  (representative 

institutions) 

  Initiated  process  of  decentralization  by  restoring  Bombay  &  Madras’ 

legislative powers 

  Policy  of legislative  devolutions  introduced  which culminated  into grant  of 

almost complete internal autonomy of Provinces in 1937 

  Empowered GG to frame rules of business (powers that Indian President has 

today under Article 77) 

  Statutory recognition to portfolio system 

  Member in-charge of his department could issue final orders with regard to 

matters which concerned his department 

 Introduced 

Indians in 

legislature; they 

were nominated 

 
Indian Councils Act of 1892 

  Introduced indirect elections. GG still had power to nominate members 

  Enlarged  functions  of  Legislative  Councils.  They  had  power  to  discuss 

budget and address questions to the executive, but they were not given the 

power of voting. 

 Indirect elections 
 Power to discuss 

budget & ask 
questions 

 

Indian Councils Act, 1909 :: Morley-Minto Reforms 

  Minto (Governor-General of India); Morley (Secretary of State) 

  Changed  name  of  Central  Legislative  Council  to  Imperial  Legislative 

Council. Officials had majority in it 

 Attempted for the first time the introduction of representative and popular 

element in the government 

  Provincial legislative Councils had non-official majority 

 Introduced    separate    electorate    system.    Introduced    communal 

representation for Muslims. Legalized communalism (Lord Minto called as 

father of communal electorate) 

 Enlarged 
deliberative 
powers of 

members of 
councils 

 Separate 
electorate 

 Communal 

representation 

 
Government of India Act, 1919 (Montagu -Chelmsford Reforms) 

  Chelmsford (Governor-General of India); Montagu (Secretary of State) 

  Separated central subjects from provincial 

 Created centre- 

state relations 
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  Provincial subjects were of 2 types: 1. Transferred 2. Reserved 

  Transferred  subjects  administered  by  Governor  with  aid  of  ministers 

responsible to Legislature 

  Reserved subjects administered by Governor & his executive Council without 

any responsibility to Legislature 

  Diarchy (dual system of government) was introduced 

  Introduced Bicameral Legislature (upper & lower houses) 

  Introduced direct elections for the first time as majority members of both 

houses were directly elected. 

  3 of 6 members of Governor-General’s Council were Indian 

  Demand for responsible government remains unfulfilled as Central Government 

remain responsible to British Parliament. 

  Diarchy failed in Provinces because of dominance of Governor and Executive 

Council over policy and ministers 

  Provided for establishing a Public Service Commission for recruitment to 

higher civil services. 

  Local-self government became a provincial & transferred subject 

under a responsible Indian minister. 

 
 Diarchy 

 
 2 Houses of 

legislature (birth 
of Lok Sabha & 
Rajya Sabha) 

 
 Direct elections 

 
Simon commission 

 

  The Indian Statutory Commission  was a group of 7 British Members  of 

Parliament that had been dispatched to India in 1927 to study constitutional 

reform in Britain's most important colonial dependency. 

  Commonly referred to as the Simon Commission after its chairman, Sir John 

Simon. 

  One of its members, Clement Attlee, who subsequently became the British 

Prime Minister, would oversee the granting of independence to India and 

Pakistan in 1947. 

 
The Commission’s recommendations were: 

 
  Future Advance: 

  The  first  principle  was  that  the  new  constitution  should,  as  far  as 

possible, contain within itself provision for its own development. It should 

not lay down too rigid and uniform a plan, but should allow for natural 

growth and diversity. 

  Constitutional progress should be the outcome of practical experience. 

Where further legislation is required, it should result from the needs of the 

time, not from the arbitrary demands of a fixed time-table. 

  The  constitution,  while  contemplating  and  conforming  to  an  ultimate 

objective, should not attempt to lay down length or the number of the 

stages of the journey. 

  Almost Responsible Government at the Provincial Level: 

  Diarchy  should  be  scrapped  and  Ministers  responsible  to  the 

Legislature would be entrusted with all provincial areas of responsibility. 

 However, safeguards were considered necessary in areas such as the 

maintenance of peace and tranquility and the protection of the legitimate 

interest of the minorities. These safeguards would be provided, mainly, by 

the grant of special powers to the Governor. 

  Federation 

  The  Report considered  that  a  formally  federal  union,  including  both 

British India & Princely States, was the only long-term solution for a 

united, autonomous India. 

  Immediate Recommendations at the Centre 

 New constitution 

 
 Diarchy should be 

scrapped 

 
 Federal union 

 
 Franchise should 

be extended 
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  To help the growth of political consciousness in the people, the franchise 

should be extended; and the Legislature enlarged. 

  The  Report  strongly  opposed  the  introduction  of  Diarchy  at  the 

Centre. 

 

 
Government of India Act, 1935 

  Provided for establishment of All-India Federation with its units consisting of 

Provinces & Princely States (they didn’t join & so federation didn’t come into 

existence) 

  3 lists of subjects – Federal, Provincial & Concurrent- introduced; Residuary 

powers with GG. 

  Abolished Diarchy in provinces & introduced provincial autonomy 

 Introduced Diarchy at Centre & Bicameralism in Provinces (in Bombay, 

Madras, Bengal, Assam, Bihar, United Provinces) 

 Introduced  Responsible governments  in Provinces (that is, Governor 

responsible to Provincial legislature) 

  Established a federal court having original, appellate & advisory jurisdiction 

  Provided for the protection of the rights & privileges of members of civil 

services. 

  Provided for establishment of not only a Federal Public Service Commission but 

also a Provincial Public Service Commission and Joint Public Service 

Commission for two or more provinces. 

 Federation of 

India 
 Concurrent list 

added 
 Provincial 

autonomy 

 
Indian Independence Act, 1947 

  Declared India as independent & sovereign state 

  Created 2 independent dominions, GG of each appointed by king 

  Established responsible government at both Center & Provinces 

  Designated  GG  of  India  &  Provincial  Governors  as  constitutional  heads 

(nominal heads) 

  It assigned dual functions (i.e. constituent and legislative) to the Constituent 

Assembly formed in 1946. It declared this dominion legislature as a sovereign 

body. 

Till 1947, 
Government 
functioned under 

the provisions of 
1919 Act as the 

provisions of 1935 

Act relating to 
federation and 
Diarchy did not 
come into operation 

 

 

LETS PRACTICE :: UPSC LAST 10 YEARS 

QUESTIONS 
 

 
Which  of  the  following  is/  are  the  principal 
feature(s) of the Government of India Act, 1919? 
1.  Introduction  of  diarchy  in  the  executive 

government of the provinces 

2.  Introduction  of  separate  communal 
electorates for Muslims 

3.  Devolution  of  legislative  authority  by  the 

centre to the provinces 
 
Select the correct answer using the codes given 

below: 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 and 3 only 

c.   1 and 3 only 
d.  1, 2 and 3 

 
Ans. C 

The distribution of powers between  the centre 
and the States in the Indian Constitution is based 
on the scheme provided in the 
a.  Morley - Minto Reforms, 1909 
b.  Montagu - Chelmsford Act, 1919 
c.   Government of india Act, 1935 
d.  Indian Independence Act, 1947 
 
Ans. C 
 
The  Government  of  India  Act  of  1919  clearly 
defined 
a.  The  separation  of  power  between  the 

judiciary and the legislature 

b.  The jurisdiction of the central and provincial 
governments 

c.   The  powers  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for 

India and the Viceroy 
d.  None of the above 
 
Ans. B 


