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INDIA JOINS GLOBAL PARTNERSHIP ON ARTIFICIAL
INTELLIGENCE (GPAI) AS A FOUNDING MEMBER TO
SUPPORT THE RESPONSIBLE AND HUMAN-CENTRIC
DEVELOPMENT AND USE OF AI

Relevant for: Science & Technology | Topic: Robotics & Artificial Intelligence

India today joined the league of leading economies including USA, UK, EU, Australia, Canada,
France, Germany, Italy, Japan, Mexico, New Zealand, Republic of Korea, Singapore to launch
the Global Partnership on Artificial Intelligence (GPAI or Gee-Pay). GPAI is an international and
multi-stakeholder initiative to guide the responsible development and use of AI, grounded in
human rights, inclusion, diversity, innovation, and economic growth. This is also a first initiative
of its type for evolving better understanding of the challenges and opportunities around AI using
the experience and diversity of participating countries. In order to achieve this goal, the initiative
will look to bridge the gap between theory and practice on AI by supporting cutting-edge
research and applied activities on AI-related priorities.

In collaboration with partners and international organizations, GPAI will bring together leading
experts from industry, civil society, governments, and academia to collaborate to promote
responsible evolution of AI and will also evolve methodologies to show how AI can be leveraged
to better respond to the present global crisis around COVID-19.

It is pertinent to note that India has recently launched National AI Strategy and National AI Portal
and have also started leveraging AI across various sectors such as education, agriculture,
healthcare, e-commerce, finance, telecommunications, etc. with inclusion and empowerment of
human being approach by supplementing growth and development. By joining GPAI as a
founding member, India will actively participate in the global development of Artificial
Intelligence, leveraging upon its experience around use of digital technologies for inclusive
growth.

GPAI will be supported by a Secretariat, to be hosted by Organization for Economic Cooperation
and Development (OECD) in Paris, as well as by two Centers of Expertise- one each in Montreal
and Paris.

 

*****
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HISTORIC REFORMS INITIATED IN THE SPACE
SECTOR

Relevant for: Science & Technology | Topic: Space Technology & related matters

Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi today approved far
reaching reforms in the Space sector aimed at boosting private sector participation
in the entire range of space activities. The decision taken is in line with the long-
term vision of the Prime Minister of transforming India and making the country self-
reliant and technologically advanced.

 

India is among a handful of countries with advanced capabilities in the space
sector. With these reforms, the sector will receive new energy and dynamism, to
help the country leapfrog to the next stages of space activities.

 

This will not only result in an accelerated growth of this sector but will enable
Indian Industry to be an important player in global space economy. With this, there
is an opportunity for large-scale employment in the technology sector and India
becoming a Global technology powerhouse.

 

 

Key Benefits:

Space sector can play a major catalytic role in the technological advancement and
expansion of our Industrial base. The proposed reforms will enhance the socio-
economic use of space assets and activities, including through improved access to
space assets, data and facilities.

 

The newly created Indian National Space Promotion and Authorization Centre (IN-
SPACe) will provide a level playing field for private companies to use Indian space
infrastructure. It will also hand-hold, promote and guide the private industries in
space activities through encouraging policies and a friendly regulatory
environment.

 

The Public Sector Enterprise ‘New Space India Limited (NSIL)’ will endeavour to
re-orient space activities from a ‘supply driven’ model to a ‘demand driven’ model,
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thereby ensuring optimum utilization of our space assets.

 

These reforms will allow ISRO to focus more on research and development
activities, new technologies, exploration missions and human spaceflight
programme. Some of the planetary exploration missions will also be opened up to
private sector through an ‘announcement of opportunity’ mechanism.

**********
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‘IN-SPACE WILL BE SPACE INDUSTRY REGULATOR’
Relevant for: Science & Technology | Topic: Space Technology & related matters

K. Sivan  

IN-SPACe, a new entity of the Department of Space, will have its own chairperson and Board,
and regulate and promote building of routine satellites, rockets and commercial launch services
through Indian industry and start-ups.

These activities had been largely the domain of the 50-year-old Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) until now, but the change will not upset the core research activity of ISRO,
K. Sivan, Secretary, Department of Space, and ISRO Chairman, said in a televised briefing on
Thursday.

IN-SPACe, or Indian Space Promotion and Authorisation Centre, is touted as the body that will
ensure a level playing field for Indian industry in a fast-growing global space sector. It will
function autonomously and parallel to ISRO “without taking away anything from it”, Dr. Sivan
said.

The entity was approved by the Union Cabinet on Wednesday and was unveiled by Minister of
State for Space Jitendra Singh in Delhi.

Own set-up

IN-SPACe will have its own directorates for technical, legal, safety and security, monitoring and
activities promotion.

The year-old NSIL [NewSpace India Ltd] will be strengthened and empowered with a larger role
in what the government has called the new “open and inclusive” space sector. It will work with
IN-SPACe and enable industry consortia to take on some of the activities of ISRO. These
include launch vehicles and satellite production, launch services and space-based services.

Over the past two years, ISRO has been in the process of finding industry partners who could
take up these services; industry teams had been involved in assembling and testing satellites
and also launched one navigation satellite last year.

Dr. Sivan said, “This [restructuring] will allow ISRO to allocate more time and resources for R&D
endeavours. ISRO will continue to carry out its present activities with greater emphasis on
development of advanced technology, human space flight missions and capacity building
besides supporting private endeavours in the space sector.”

“The reforms in the space sector are aimed at tapping the potential of the entire country for
unlocking its potential by enabling private enterprises and start-ups to undertake end-to-end
space activities. They are also aimed at mitigating the large investments required to set up
facilities for undertaking space activities through sharing of such existing facilities under ISRO.”

A large number of jobs will be created, he said.

Navigation policy

A new satellite navigation policy, which has a strategic military element to it, is being proposed.
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The older ones, namely Remote Sensing Data Policy and the SatCom Policy of 2000, are being
revised. These are apart from a proposed policy for space activities that has seen a draft.

IN-SPACe will be in place in three to six months. Meanwhile, the DoS will immediately start
receiving and processing applications from private sector industries.

In about two weeks, a webinar on space sector reforms is planned to tell the industry the
contours of the new set-up.
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